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There is a concept of magickal celebrity and talismanic power that still follows Aleister Crowley, even 60 years after his death, and many people have claimed some form of linkage, be that philosophical, via claimed bloodline, via a demonstrated (or claimed) lineage of initiation or training, via telepathic contact etc. 

This paper contrasts some of the claims of  Amado Crowley, who portrays himself as psychic link, pupil and biological son of Aleister, with the work of Kenneth Grant, who was Aleister’s pupil, literary executor and secretary, is possibly a distant relative of Crowley and runs a magical order based on Crowley’s work. 

Since both men have published extensively and both claim ownership of a different and exclusive magical grimoire related to Aleister, I will also briefly discuss the notion of the ‘authority of the book’ in magical matters.
In occultism in general there are many who assume the mantle of teacher, and often they base their authority on some claim to be either the present vessel of some ancient hereditary tradition, or to have learned their talents at the feet of an earlier famous teacher. This transferred magical essence is referred to within Sufism as baraka, hence my title.

Often Gurus had themselves been carriers of a hereditary tradition, or in the past had often travelled to distant lands and learned esoteric abilities, or had acquired their talents by magical contact with some spirit, God, angel, Demon etc (and in some cases from two or more of these factors). 

One does not have to actually have trained under a certain teacher to claim that one has done so…. And there are many instances of occultists and others (mis-) appropriating the reputation of Aleister Crowley since his death. Crowley of course studied with spiritual teachers around the world (reference the paper just given by John Crow), and synthesised his own system of magic from that, and his own experiences, including meetings with non-human entities. 

Among those many who have claimed genetic, magical and/or psychic links with Aleister since his death are a Briton called Victor Norris, a Satanist and owner of a sex contacts agency, and who was under the close eye of the British security services for a while due to some racist materials he promoted  

‘Alex Crowley’ (name changed by deed poll) a 1990s child-murderer, again in the UK, with major mental problems, any Londoners in the audience might recall a pretty grisly murder from a few years back

An American called Casey Brennan who also believed himself to have been also involved in various CIA mind-control experiments and the assassination of JFK. 

Alex Sanders, the 1960s British ‘King of the Witches’ claimed that when he was a young man he met Aleister, who tattooed Sanders’ thumb with a magical symbol and gave him a signet ring.. but however attractive that is there is no mention of anyone fitting Sanders’ description in Aleister’s diaries…. And the date Sanders claimed is one that is well before Crowley lived in the accommodation that Sanders described, Netherwood in Hastings, Crowley’s last home…. so the story appears to be complete fabrication

There are many more examples of varying claimed linkage with Aleister -most of them with little or no apparent factual foundation. 

Two most exceptional examples of a link to Crowley are ‘Amado Crowley’ and Kenneth Grant. 

Amado and Grant are both fascinating case studies, and as a still-living actual or claimed associate of Aleister they are both important since they can still respond to research queries (however difficult to rationalise against facts such responses may actually be) 

Other living witnesses to Aleister are dying off and unable to be questioned at all (those who knew Aleister even when they were young adults entered the 21st Century as very old people, and even those who were children then, as Amado claims to have been, will be over 65. 

Amado (who gives three birthdates for himself, 1925, 1929, 1931- and all of them are probably incorrect) claims to be the biological son of Aleister Crowley, that he was taught by Aleister over a period of seven years, that he is a magical teacher (variously claimed since 1951, 1958  and 1937) and that Aleister’s spirit  talks through him on occasions. 

Kenneth Grant (born 1924- ) was Aleister’s pupil and secretary for a continuous period of a few months very near the end of AC’s life, and eventually became one of Aleister’s literary executors; being involved in the first wide-market reprinting of many previously rare Crowleyan texts in the late 1960s onwards. He has written extensively about AC and is head of the Typhonian OTO, which he founded in the late 1940s, an order that practices a version of magick derived in part from Crowley. He  XE "Kenneth Grant" is unique in the history of magic for having intimate dealings with possibly the three most influential Western occultists of the 20th century: Aleister XE "Crowley, Aleister"  Crowley XE "Crowley, Aleister" , Austin Osman Spare XE "Spare, Austin Osman"  and Gerald Gardner XE "Gardner, Gerald" . 

Amado XE "Crowley, Amado"   XE "Amado Crowley" can be contacted by email, but getting a message to Kenneth Grant involves sending terrestrial mail to a box number with no guarantee of a reply. Both men tend to write (both in correspondence and published text)  in a far from straightforward, and often seemingly counterfactual manner, with fragments of sometimes paradoxical information about various events being spread often across several books; requiring painstaking reconstruction to gain a clear (er) picture.

While Amado’s sometimes provided circumspect but helpful feedback for my research he initially threatened to curse me, and one of his senior students has mentioned both legal action and violence. All of that before even seeing anything I’d written … I sent a gift copy of my book to him a year ago, but have heard nothing back….

Each time I have given a paper in Britain on Amado he sends a pupil along to take notes, and then I receive unpleasant emails within about 48 hours; so “hello whoever you are today”.  Mr Grant and his associates have been very helpful in my researches too, but without making legal threats or other nonsense.

Amado’s major ‘claim to fame’ is a dual one, both the alleged genetic link and that his is the one and only true continuation of Aleister’s work, despite other, larger organisations who consider themselves to be ‘carrying the baton’ of true Thelema, including the Caliphate OTO, and Kenneth Grant’s organisation, the Typhonian OTO. I do NOT propose to discuss the ‘which OTO is the legitimate one’ angle today, as I only have twenty minutes!  

No other claimed or actual child of Aleister has formed a seemingly noteworthy magical order or claimed to have been involved in teaching occultism for remotely as long as Amado, or with so many publications or claimed followers. Also he isn’t just parroting Aleister: Amado’s take on Aleister’s methods is controversial- he appears to use no Thelemic rituals whatsoever. He does however include positive use of Christian tenets such as redemption and atonement. This runs absolutely counter to Aleister’s philosophy of the individual being utterly responsible for their own actions and their consequences. Amado takes the role of Guru and his pupils are absolute devotees to him. Thus Amado’s philosophy is not Thelemic, since the True Will is being utterly subjugated to the Guru.

Kenneth Grant, in contrast, has taken thelemic method and philosophy in different directions, blending it with the more ‘earthy’, sorcerous shamanisms of Austin Spare, and adding a large chunk of Tantra to produce the Typhonian flavour of Thelema. Although certainly different in some ways from Crowley’s published practices it is much more recognisably derivative of it than any ritual method that Amado has ever published. 

And it is wild stuff: Grant’s accounts of rituals are in many respects reminiscent of the unearthly descriptions in early-modern accounts of the Witches’ Sabbat XE "Sabbat" . An important difference here is not one of content, but of context. Many historical witch XE "witch" -trial transcripts were written by hostile clerics, during intimidation or torture of the accused; and adhering to an ecclesiastical agenda of seeing the Devil XE "Devil"  ever-present in the world, with leading questions based on that premise. Grant’s accounts are his own, freely written, perhaps printed some years after the event, and electively published in a country where his activities are not outside the law. 

Their books are distinctly different in tone… Grant is convoluted, cabblistically technical and cryptic, Amado is chatty, vague and often mundane- as a metaphor, it has been said that reading a book by Amado is like being drunk, there is often incoherence and some ranting nonsense- while reading Grant is like taking a powerful hallucinogenic drug, there seems to be an urgent and elaborate message from ‘beyond’ to be found, but that it doesn’t always come across in a linear or sometimes even in a linguistic fashion.

Amado claims that Aleister’s own published ‘holy book’ The Book of the Law, which forms the cornerstone of Thelemic belief is a fraud; deliberately perpetrated by Aleister as a smokescreen for Amado, he being the sole holder of the one true Crowleyan holy text, The Book of Desolation, allegedly given to him by Aleister in secret and which has never been published. 

The larger parts of Aleister’s magical system since about 1910 are concerned with understanding the Book of the Law, and it has a ‘biblical’ import among Thelemites, who would find it unthinkable that it was all a sham, including Kenneth Grant, who was spent much of the last 50 years studying and writing about it. 

Desolation, Amado says, was discovered by Aleister, in an archaeological, rather than a magical manner, thus he found it and did not write it.  

It seems inconceivable that Aleister could maintain a fraud for so long and write so many other books (while completely concealing the alleged one true book). In any case, Amado cannot ‘have his cake and eat it’: his reputation is derived by association with Aleister Crowley, and thus by derivation it must rely on the huge volume of authoritative magical texts that Aleister left behind. Amado cannot both trade on that reputation and denigrate the content of it... it is like me claiming that Dan Brown’s last book has proved I am related to Jesus, yet in the next breath promoting my new Satanic church
By contrast, it was not until 2003 that Grant claimed for the first time in print that he had a biological relationship to Crowley XE "Crowley, Aleister" , through his great uncle Dr Phineas XE "Marsh Black, Phineas"  Marsh Black, who is a fictitious character in one of Grant’s ‘novels’ …although confusingly the same novel is dedicated to Phineas, as if he existed… XE "Marsh Black, Phineas"  

Dr Black was allegedly a competitor with Crowley XE "Crowley, Aleister"  to find an ancient magic book, The Grimoire of Clan Grant XE "Grimoire of Clan Grant" , this being a record allegedly created over generations of Grant’s family having magical traffic with otherworldly entities. Neither this Grimoire nor Phineas XE "Marsh Black, Phineas"   XE "Marsh Black, Phineas" 

 XE "Marsh Black, Phineas" merit any mention in the index of Crowley XE "Crowley, Aleister" ’s huge autobiography, nor in seven major biographies of AC, and Black is simply untraceable anywhere.

Grant creates similar literary mirages regularly- often referring to documents that the everyday reader simply cannot access- ‘secret grimoires’ (usually un-named) or restricted papers circulated only within the exclusive membership of small magickal groups, themselves also often un-named. This relies totally on the reader’s trust as to whether such documents, and indeed such groups, really exist.

There is a teasing aside, given Grant’s tendency to occupy the territory between hard fact and possible fiction – if you take Phineas Black and roughly translate it to Latin you get Phineas XE "Marsh Black, Phineas"  Nigellus… XE "Latin" 

 XE "Marsh Black, Phineas"  the ex-Headmaster of the school for wizards in the Harry Potter XE "Harry Potter"  books  …

It may be that in some way the Grant Grimoire and Amado’s Book of Desolation) are analogues of The Necronomicon XE "Necronomicon" , a probably non-existent book found first in the novels of HP Lovecraft XE "Lovecraft, Howard Phillips" \t "See HPL" , but the notion of which, the ultra-grimoire of magic, a secret tome of ancient provenance, still has had important occult influence- what better appeal to the potential pupil to hear that such-and-such a teacher has “the ultimate magick book”? Join that teacher and you may one day get to see that book….  How compelling…

Claims of ultimate magic books are mixed with dubious facts; like Amado’s version of the location and circumstances of his conception and birth, which mean that he must have been at least 20 days overdue as an infant. 

Medicine today views pregnancies exceeding 38 weeks by less than 20 days to have numerous severe dangers. Such an overdue pregnancy in 1930 would be particularly perilous for both mother and baby- with the medical technology of the time- in 1930 people in Britain were still regularly dying of the flu and tetanus, for example. Amado’s mother was an industrial labourer, thus unable to afford a private physician in the days before the free British National Health Service started in the late 1940s. Ti be charitable, it is a miracle that both mother and baby survived.

Elsewhere Amado claims two other birthdates, neither of which, by extrapolating backwards in time indicate conception date ranges which fit the story of Amado’s conception. So, from the outset Amado’s pre-birth autobiography is fictitious.

By contrast, Grant writes magical novels as well as what he calls fact, but he defines some of his novels as being  “quasi-autobiographical”. This implies that many of the events in his ‘novels’ actually happened, although Grant does not specify which, leading to a nightmare of interpretation for the academic.  XE "Egyptian" 

 XE "Lovecraft, Howard Phillips" \t "See HPL" 

 XE "Machen., Arthur" 
Grant demonstrates a huge knowledge of Crowley’s life, in part as he has access to the literary archive, and by contrast Amado’s many knowledge gaps and contradictions about Alesiter include Amado’s denial that Aleister was bisexual, or that he ever wrote about sex, and a false claim that Aleister had an affair with Rasputin when he travelled to Russia. I have listed dozens of such logical problems in my research, which I don’t have time to cover today.

Turning to Aleister as a witness, his many diaries neither describe any of the extraordinary events claimed by Amado, nor any visits or seven years of magical training to his ‘special son’, while very mundane life events like bouts of diarrhooea during his withdrawal from Heroin addiction were recorded. Amado claims “(Aleister’s) diary does not mention the visit. Neither does it mention many other things” as AC required him to be a secret… very convenient. There are many mentions in Aleister’s diaries about Kenneth Grant, however, plus credible third-party memoirs of Grant being in Crowley’s company (for example Grady McMurty, postwar head of the OTO in America), but there are no equivalent witnesses for Amado ever being present.

For the academic, as well as having the benefit of third-party supporting evidence, Grant is simply easier to believe than Amado, but Grant still makes factual errors. 

Across many areas of modern magic the shadow of ‘tradition’ and ‘heritage’ falls, often in entirely counterfactual ways, including the towering and authoritative presence of ‘the book’, whether it be a real book that is in print, a real book that is pretending to be a copy of an ancient and frightening, but non-existent tome, such as the Necronomicon XE "Necronomicon" , or what is probably a fictitious or fabricated book, such as Amado XE "Crowley, Amado"  Crowley XE "Amado Crowley" ’s Book of Desolation XE "Book of Desolation"  or Kenneth Grant’s family grimoire

Grant is an imposing figure in postwar British magical history, having really been involved with Crowley, Austin Spare and Gerald Gardner, and although there are problems with verification, factual historical errors and twisted context in his stories, his façade stands pretty firm. Amado’s story about his parentage and magical training is a tissue of falsehoods, by contrast. But don’t dismiss Amado totally- he’s an illustration of how to creatively stage-manage a piece of magic, and how to create and feed a myth; in his case for nearly 40 years. He’s the “British Carlos Castaneda” if you wish ….

I hope I have given you a useful overview of some of the issues which present themselves when researching anyone with links to Crowley. Regardless of any measurable ‘truth’ in their works, Grant and Amado XE "Crowley, Amado"  Crowley XE "Amado Crowley"  might be seen to be providing a vital service. In a post-modern society where comparative ‘truths’ compete with eachother, in a society where people need magic- or need to believe in a God, or no God, or that friendly aliens orbit the planet in spaceships, or that ‘fictional’ characters are somehow ‘ real’ both Grant and Amado provide in different ways some valuable and challenging stepping stones towards magical experiences for the practitioner, and both of them give a most robust test of methodology and technique to the academic.   
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