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Categorizing Korean New Religions

 Murayama Jyun(#f L& IH, 1891-1968)

1) Eastern Learning group 2) Humchi group 3)
Buddhistic group 4) Shamanistic group 5)
Confucian group 6) Anonymous group

 Later Scholar, Kim Hong-chul

1) Confucian group 2) Buddhistic group 3)
Christian group 4) Dangun group 5) Eastern
Learning group 6) Jeungsan group 7) Ilbu
group 8) Bongnam group 9) Gakse group 10)
Shamanistic group 11) Foreign group 12)
Anonymous group.



The ideological features of new religions

 Murayama Jijun

1) the synthesis of religions

2) the recreation of the world

3) creation of an earthly paradise
4) the thought about the redeemer
e Ryu Byungduk

1) synthesis of three teachings

2) the recreation of the world

3) the prophetic belief

4) animism.



Eastern Learning(®

Cho'e Cheu, the founder Cho'e Sihyung, the second
of Eastern Learning leader of Eastern Learning



The sects of Eastern Learning

e 1) Son Byunghee's Chundogyo
« 2) Kim Yeonguk's Sangjegyo

« 3) Lee Yonggoo's Sicheongyo
e 4) Lee Sangryong’'s Suungyo

* 5) Kim Joohee's Donghakgyo



21-character incantation of Eastern Learning

e 21-character incantation(Si-Chun-Ju incantation)

X715 X&HRE AT H BN S TEALK]
BRASBE N R & KA SR

A (spiritual descending incantation) + &3 (Root incantation)

JiI-Gi-Geum-Ji-Won-Wi-Dae-Gang Si-Chun-Ju-
Cho-Hwa-Jung-Young-Se-Bul-Mang-Man-Sa-Ji



Cho'e Cheu’s revelation from God
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Unexpectedly, in April I was trembled. And I could not know what
disease was and express my feeling. At that time an immortal
talked to me and I could hear the voice. So I was frightened and
asked him. He answered, “Don’t be afraid and don't be afraid.
People of this world called me as Heavenly God(Sangje). Don't
you know Sangje?” I asked the reason and he responded to this
uestion; (God said) “Since I have not made any contribution in
this world, I let you come to this world and propagate this
teaching, so don't doubt this truth.”

Q; Then, shall I teach them with Western Dao?

A; No, I have a spiritual talisman which I give you to save
people from diseases and teach people to serve me upon

receiving my incantation, you will live a long life and spread
my virtue to all the world.




Cho'e Cheu’s revelation from God
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Cho'e Cheu’s revelation from God

« we need to pay attention to Cheu’s religious
experience in which he received a talisman and
incantation from the ultimate highest supreme being.
Therefore the recitation of incantations, particularly a
21-character incantation that Ch'oe Cheu taught his
first disciples, became the most important religious
practice of Eastern Learning.

« Don Baker ; “In reciting that incantation, believers are
praying that they will be filled with the animating
energy of the cosmos so that they may feel God's
presence within them and will therefore be moved to
act in harmony with God's creation."(Korean Spirituality)



The meaning of 21-character incantation

« Diciple’s question ; What's the meaning of the
Incantation?

Cheu’s answer : We call it the incantation because it is
the writing which reveres the heavenly being devoutly.

* "When Sihyung allured people, he said that if you take the
talisman and recite incantation, you will not be burnt into the fire
and not get wet in the rain...due to this, many silly people
believed and followed him....We could hear the sound of reciting
Si-Chun-Ju incantation in every streets. This phenomenon
occurred in 400km from Honam to Kyunggi province but the
common people could not dare to exclude it and not a few
people converted to Eastern Learning."(Hwang Hyun's book titled
as Ohagimun(ts T #fc [#)



The meaning of 21-character incantation

e Choe Sihyung
1) 21-character incantation is the heavenly writing
which represents the whole universe & spirit & life,
thus ‘Si-Chun-Ju Jo-Hwa-Jung' is the root of all things
and "Young-Se-Bul-Mang-Man-Sa-Ji' is the source that
human beings live through.

2) The surrender of all devils depends on the faith in
spiritual 21-character incantation....

« Ogwan system(7L gl L, Five rules)

1) incantation 2) pure water 3) obeying ceremonial
day 4) donating rice 5) prayer



Chundogyo, founded by Son Byunghee

e The ritual of Chundogyo
1) The ritual at home

The believers devote pure water in the alter at home

In the every evening 9 p.m. and recite 21-character
Incantation 105 times.

2) Ceremonial ritual

On every Sunday called as Siil(ff H) in Chundogyo,
the believers gather together at near church at 11 a.m.
and they start ceremonial ritual.

« Special prayer(cultivation)
For the purpose of attaining special religious goal, the

believers recite incantation for 7 or 21 or 49 or 105
days at the special place like church.



Incantation practice of Chunjingyo(KIE %)

e The best disciple of Cho'e
Sthyung

« When Son Byunghee
established Chundogyo, he
withdrew from Chundogyo
owing to different opinion.
He established a huge
religious community called
as Sangjegyo( b %) at
Kyeryong mountain in
1925. At that time the
followers of Sangjegyo
amounted to half million.

Kim Yeon-guk(s&1i iy, 1857-1944),
the founder of Sangjegyo( |- %%)



Incantation practice of Chunjingyo(KIE %)

« After his death, his son Kim Dukgyung assumed to the leader. Kim
renamed the community as Chunjingyo and reorganized the institution.
He also put much emphasis on the incantation practice as follows.

« The principle of reciting incantation(s&tCL| S &, <sStEZf>, CHEAL,
1987.)

1) If you always recite incantation, you can get the beauty of Dao. If you
get the beauty of Dao, you can attain enlightenment naturally.

2) If you recite incantation sincerely, Qi of Dao always resides in your body.
And if Qi of Dao always resides in your body, bad Qi can not invade your
body. Anguish, delusion and sickness automatically will disappear.

3) Canon says, "H iRl 2= =521 characters recited is long
living incantation)” and also says, "S M X} EMSH #5055 2ASHH O

Eo|2t st oL =S M 2F(If you recite 21-character incantation
sincerely, ten thousand books are useless....)".

Therefore only if you continuously recite the incantation, you can grasp

the infinite truth of the world thus the devoted believer can become a
man of virtue without learning.



Incantation practice of Chunjingyo(KIE %)

« The incantations of Chunjingyo

TS

FRE CHREAEERES(LEKENSEEM (KA
FRE SHREEMEMEISLE ZamE NEER (Zard Abr)
FFRFEELE Zdand NEER
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T (IR SR R R R (feEzin)

ZHESR Zamda A (FEEE)
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» Special incantation practice
T O SR I (BERRT)
Young-Shin-Young-KI Sok-Sok-Gang-Lim
2016.1.14-1.16 3days practice. 10 hours a day.



Incantation practice of Chunjingyo(KIE %)

e Ceremonial ritual
)
)
)
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)
)
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u{ll
8) Ik
9) iz W I|EE
10) Ol & HBFAE
11) &3 72| (reciting incantation 7 times. A| HFZ217H M| &L TEALX])
12) BHA M 2
13) [k
14) fHis & E|A



Incantatlon pracrlce of Suungyo(ZKZE%%)

Lee Sangryong, enshrined in
the main temple of Suungyo

Suungyo was established in Seoul in 1923
by Lee Sangryong. Suun is the pen name
of the founder of Eastern Learning, Cho'e
Cheu. Suungyo denys the death of Cho'e
Cheu and asserts that Lee Sangryong is
the reincarnation of Suun so two people
are same. In 1929, Suungyo moved its
headquarter from Seoul to Daejeon. At
that time, many people from
Hwanghaedo, Pyungando and Chejudo
moved to this place thus a huge religious
settlement was established. When
government tore down the community
due to constructing army in 1984, there
were 1,000 households in this place.



Incantation practice of Suungyo(ZKZE%%)

This institution also considers incantation as important. But the different
feature is that Suungyo uses many Buddhistic mantras in its ritual and
practice. The followers call 21-character incantation as root incantation
and practice many Buddhistic mantras and incantations made by Lee
Sangryong.

Incantations made by Lee Sangryong

Cheonhwangju(H 2tz)

Paltongju(&&3)

Jeongsimju(d™ &1 3)

YonghoChulsaengdaranigyung(8 s =4 Ct2tL| &)

Incantation from Buddhism

Om ma ni ban me hum(Om mani padme hum, X7 A EES)
Chilsungju(& 4 3)



Incantation practice of Suungyo(ZKZE%%)

« Suungyo also established five rules(Ogwan system) like
Chundogyo and it also regards incantation as very important.
* Five rules

1) Reciting incantation

Always recite incantation. With your whole heart, you have to
recite incantation by which you cordially devote the heavenly God.
This incantation is 21-character incantation and also called as
Eastern Learning root incantation. There are many incantations
besides this incantation. Only if you cordially recite incantation,
you would get spiritual blessing and attain enlightenment.



Incantation practice of Suungyo(ZKZE%%)

e Ceremonial ritual (% H &)
=iy
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-> Vairocana Buddha, Amitabha, Sakyamuni Buddha, Avalokitesvara
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=> Buddhist prayer(;&fif) + reciting incantation originated from
Eastern Learning



Jeungsan group(8k L&)

e Kang Jeungsan(Z:&kil) worshipped by Jeungsan group as the
supreme being utilized several incantations of the existing
religious traditions in his religious work called ‘'The Reordering the
Universe(CheonjiGongsa, K2 35)". He also made new
incantations and taught them to his followers. Especially he
regarded the incantation Taeeulju(Ck Z.WL) as the most important,
so the reciting of Taeeulju became the main characteristics of
several sects following Kang Jeungsan. After Jeungsan passed into
heaven, the disciples of Jeungsan respectively established the
several sects.

Eff = 3= (K L)
SX =Xz Ef S MM ATRLK EooH) S 2| K| Of & 2f (-
% IR ER2R) = 2|2k | (VrH i) AFHFOF(Z: LE0f)
Hum-Chi-Hum-Chi Tae-Eul-Chun-Sang-Won-Gun Hum-Li-Chi-Ya-
Do-Lae Hum-Li-Ham-Li Sa-Ba-A



Incantation practice of Jeungsangyo(fhiLiZk)

e <Jeungsangyoyolyung(Z4tuw 2 &H)>

Article 12 Incantation used

1. AL

KB M4 NHEA A TR A T7) R OK M A K A A K

This incantation encourage you to discard wicked mind as like disobeying
your father & betraying your ancestor and follow new faith and spirit.
Therefore when you perform a ceremony of initiation, you should recite
this incantation.

2. i

INPNIIE S SEIUNNEDENEDEIE 2= S5
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This incantation is the essence of the world thus you should recite this
incantation as daily prayer.



Incantation practice of Jeungsangyo(fhiLiZk)

o 3. Taeeulju(El =)

SRS K|z rfng) Ef S AT (RLK LooH) S| K| of el (rrng
pERSR) = 2| B 2| (VEIEm) AFIESE(i %E )

This incantation has the great spiritual power to rescue from
suffering, so when you would like to cure illness, you should
recite this incantation.

e 4. Jeulhuju(Z &) the subdivisions of the seasons => 2Z

SKactiol ERTEdE TSR 2ot UUFT ShX| AT A
UFHAHE FEN2HL YSAHYA

This incantation is good for those who do not recognize the change
of nature, so you should recite this incantation as daily practice.

Among these four incantations, recite first incantation when
performing a ceremony of initiation

Recite second(7 times) & third(49 times) & fourth(7 times)
incantation every morning and evening.

=> Besides these incantations, there are more incantations to recite.



Incantation practice of Jeungsanbeupjonggyo(fh L% 52 %)

« This sect also emphasizes incantation very much in its ritual and
practice. This sect also regarded Taeeulju as main incantation and
added several Buddhistic incantations. They recite these
incantation in everyday practice.

e Taeeulju(Ej=3) - one time
Jinjuju(ZIZ==) - one time
Junjeju(E&X|Z) - one time
Jassiju(XtM| =) - one time
Chanting a Buddhist prayer - one time
Dotongju(=&3) - one time
Oju(2 =) - one time
Taeeulju(Ef =3) 30 minutes



Incantation practice of Jeungsanbeupjonggyo(fh L% 52 %)

Taceulju ; K| SX| S AT S2|X|OF 2l S2|&2|ArHts}
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Incantation practice of Daesoonjinrihoe(CA i (5 #f 1)

o <Daesoonjinrihoeyoram(Ci=%2|2|2 2>
e Cultivation

Have your mind unbiased, true and pure, which means act
according to conscience. Do not act upon other's futile
temptation; do not lose your mind to greed, but hold on to your
conscience. Conduct yourself in accordance with righteousness
and propriety, and do not act out of vanity.

In addition, while being mindful of all your actions, always bear in
mind with the utmost sincerity that Sangje Kang(the Supreme
Being) is always with you. And train this mind on Sangje through
reciting incantations to achieve the goal of integration with
Deities.

And cultivation is divided into four parts: Gongbu, Training,
Ordinary prayer, Special. The meaning is as follows.
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Incantation practice of Daesoonjinrihoe(CA i (5 #f 1)

= Gongbu(1.5k): Reciting incantations at certain places and times in
a specified way.

= Training: Reciting incantations without a designated time or place.

= Ordinary prayer: Praying at home every day at Jin(7~9 am),
Sul(7~9 pm), Chuk(1~3 am) and Mi(1~3 pm).

= Special prayer: Praying at a designated place or at home at
Ja(11~1 am), Oh(11~1 pm), Myo(5~7 am), and Yu(5~7 pm) on
Gab and Gi days*.

*Gab(yang) and Gi(yin) days: they alternate with each other every
five days according to the oriental concept of a week.

=> Gongbu is divided into Sihak(Serving the teaching , %) and
Sibeop(Serving the law , fif¥%) Gongbu. Everyday 72 people
participate in Gongbu for 24 hours. Since 1991, it has been
practiced without a pause.



Incantation practice of Daesoonjinrihoe(CA i (5 #f 1)

e \ N R e

>
Special prayer, in the temple of district, 16 June, 2016 ¢




Incantation practice of Daesoonjinrihoe(CA i (5 #f 1)

"Prayer is reciting incantation in
front of Sangje, thus you
should have reverent mental
attitude and take a graceful
posture.”

“You should recite incantation
many times."

“Our Dao is Divine Dao, so if you
recite incantation, the deities
will descend upon you. Due to
the existence of deities, there
are incantations.”

Wudang Park Han-gyung Dojen,
the founder of Daesoonkinrihoe



Incantation practice of Daesoonjinrihoe(CA i (5 #f 1)

“Taeeulju is supplicatory and mysterious incantation that has infinite
divine power and marvelous energy. If you just recite Taeeulju
one or two times, you will preserve the energy in your body. If
you take medicine, the energy of medicine will disappear but the
energy of Taeeulju will maintain as mush as you recite.”

“Simply reciting incantation does not fulfill cultivation. Cultivation is
that you should follow and practice what you necessarily ought
to do”



Conclusion

« As seen above, three sects of Eastern Learning group and three
sects of Jeungsan group respectively have a different doctrine
and thought but they have a common feature of making a
recourse to incantation very much.

o Although basic incantation like 21-character incantation and

Taeeulju are same, there are noteworthy variations in other
Incantations.

e The common characteristics of the ritual of Korean new

religions(in case of Eastern Learning and Jeungsan group) is
reciting incantation.



Interpretation

Although the surface area of incantation is mystical language
which is not graspable, the incantation is related to the important
symbol and core doctrine of these religions. The meaning of it is
not decipherable and the devotees also recite them without
knowing their meanings.

The significant feature is that the extensive doctrine is taken to be
compressed in its incantation. Thus, reciting incantation becomes
the action internalizing the extensive doctrine of these religions
into someone’s mind and body.



Interpretation

The efficacy of incantation can be expressed well as ‘the power of
incantation’. The performers experience the power of incantation
in psychological, bodily, sociological, mystical aspects and believe
the power flows out of the sacred being.

In the systematic feature of incantation, it was viewed how a
religious organization which takes incantation as the center of its
doctrine and religious practice constituted Korean religious
topography. Religious experience through incantation does not
cease as a event but it contributes to build up a new religious
organization.

Conference cyberproceedings are published for documentary pur
poses. The view expressed are the author's and do not necessarily
represent CESNUR's opinions.
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